
Jackson`s Zaqq u Tanbur Folk Group 

 

Jackson`s Zaqq u Tanbur Folk Group who play Maltese traditional instruments 
was founded by Edmond Jackson in 1987. 

With the encouragement of his father, Edmond established the first Scottish Pipe 
Band in Malta `The Jackson`s Pipe Band’. The establishment of a Folk Group 
quickly followed, and the group has participated for two times, International 
competitions in Italy, the Zampogna d`Oro in Erice in 1987/1988 and they were a 
resounding success. The group has continued to expand due to Edmond’s and 
Anderson’s enthusiasm and it now has ten members. It is always searching for 
new talent. 

The group have been regularly invited to perform in cultural activities organised 
by local councils around Malta and. The Mayor of Birgu, Mr John Boxall, 
welcomes this folk group to perform in this historical city. Some of the events 
which the group have performed in are,” Festival of Maltese Traditional Games, 
Birgu Fest and the Birgu by Candle Light, and various international events. And 
Mr John Boxall also invited this group for the "Oralities Project". 

One of the aims of the group is to preserve the traditional music of Malta, to 
encourage tourism and to entertain the public. The public has always been 
encouraged to participate with us whilst playing our traditional music. Edmond 
and his son Anderson are very happy to explain to the public the history of the 
music and the instruments. All the instruments which are played by the group are 
handmade and the materials are indigenous to the Islands. 

Edmond and his son Anderson play a variety of traditional instruments, the 
Maltese Bagpipe, the Tambourine, the Friction Drum, Whistle Flute, Mirliton, the 
Maltese Hammer, Clappers and the Moxt.  

Anderson has a very keen interest in all the Maltese traditional instruments and 
the group. He devotes all his spare time to teaching the group how to use the 
instruments and he encourages the group to contribute new ideas and to 
experiment with new techniques of playing. Most of the music which is played is 
composed by the Jackson`s. 

The group has been invited to play at various festivals worldwide. The group has 
played in Washington DC USA, Berlin in Germany, Republic of Ireland, Scotland, 
England, Belgium, Ravenna, Erice in Italy, Holland and others. The tours abroad 
have given the group the inspiration to further develop the success of the group. 

Thanks to the Jackson`s Zaqq u Tanbur Folk Group, Maltese traditional music is 
being preserved and brought to an international audience. 


